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without taking any vows or professing that order. From this devout
servant of God our saint received important instructions and advice, which
gave him great light in the exercises of prayer and in the paths of interior
spiritual perfection.

In 1383 his brother, the count of St Pol, obtained for him a canonry
in our Lady's, at Paris; which ecclesiastical preferment was to him a new
motive to increase his fervour in the divine service.    His devotion and
assiduity in choir, his charity towards all, his innocence, his perfect spirit
of mortification, and his meekness edified exceedingly the whole city; and
the modesty with which he endeavoured to conceal his virtues was like a
fine transparent veil through which they shone with redoubled lustre.   His
humility was most conspicuous, of which the following instance, among
others, is recorded.    When a young clerk refused to carry the cross at a
solemn procession, the new canon took it up and carried it with so much
devotion  that the whole city was struck with  admiration to see him.
Peter strove only to advance in humility and Christian perfection:  this
was the sole point which he had in view in all his actions and undertakings;
and he was very far from aspiring to the least ecclesiastical dignity.   But
the reputation of his extraordinary sanctity reaching Avignon, Clement VII,
who in the great schism was acknowledged by France for true pope,
nominated him archdeacon of Dreux, in the diocese of Chartres, and soon
after, in 1384, bishop of Metz, his great sanctity and prudence seeming
to many a sufficient reason for dispensing with his want of age.   But
Peter's reluctance and remonstrances could only be overcome by a scruple
which was much exaggerated to him, that by too obstinate a disobedience
he would offend God.   He made his public entry at Metz barefoot; and
riding on an ass, to imitate the humility of our divine Redeemer.   He
would suffer no other magnificence on that occasion than the distribution
of great alms and largesses among the poor;   nor would he admit any
attendants but what might inspire modesty and piety.

He had no sooner taken possession of his church than, with the
suffragan Bertrand, a Dominican who was given him for his assistant and
consecrated bishop of Thessaly, he performed the visitation of his diocese,
in which he everywhere corrected abuses and gave astonishing proofs of
his zeal, activity, and prudence. He divided his revenues into three parts,
allotting one to his church, a second to the poor, and reserving a third
for himself and family, though the greatest share of this he added to the
portion of the poor. On fast-days commanded by the church he took no
other sustenance than bread and water; and he fasted in the same austere
manner all Advent, and all Mondays, Fridays, and Saturdays throughout
tixc year. When several towns had revolted from him and created for*
themselves new magistrates, his brother, the count of St Pol, reduced
them to their duty by force of arms. The holy bishop was exceedingly